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“AN EXPOSITORS NOTE-BOOK,” * 
. 22 22 works . a mee 
it exposition, introduces 
9 0 ‘with 1 modest preface. Hoe tells us 
t for twenty years, a more quict and 
% sequestered lot than that which falls to most 
‘teachers and servants of the Word has been his. 
„These years have been spent mainly in study- 
‘ing, translating, and expounding the Holy 
*t Scriptures’; and out of the store he has thus 
acquired, he offers to the public the essays here 
contained. He does not claim to bo a compe- 
** tent expounder of any book, or even of any 
* passage of Holy Writ.“ His papers, however, 
‘speak for him, and evince carefulness, close 
attention, unflagging diligence, and conscien- 
tiousness. One qualification for an expositor 
Mr. Cox possesses, which is lacked by many 
superior to him in the spocial learning of the 
lexicographer. He studies thoughts rather than 
words: he has that sympathetic insight into the 
peculiarities of the teachers he illustrates, 
which enables him to follow their feeling, and 
perceive their method. In the modern school 


of expositors in England, history is studied more 
than before, if bw aps, the grammar and dio- 
tionary are studied less} and the result is, not 


moroly a greater vividness, but a greater accu- 
racy also, in the exposition. Of this school, Mr. 
Cox is a good representative. 


Another qualification Mr. Cox possesses for 


his work is a genial pathy with modern in- 
tellectual activity, followed, as this is sure to 
be, by much readiness in the use of modern 


lish literature. His style is 1 
orn 


uo 
and lively, and passages of beauty ad is 
volume. We do not, however, see in his 
writings any trace of acquaintance with scien- 
tific thought, and sometimes his illustrations 
show a lack of knowledge of natural processes. 
One of his best expositions is on the unsavoury 
subject of The Golden Mice and Emrods” ; 
but here tho plea put in on behalf of divination 
shows somo inability to deal with scientific 
criticisms. 

Mr. Cox is eminently successful in his treat- 
ment of Hebrow poetry; as his provious com- 
men on Ecclesiastes showed. The ‘‘ Ode on 
10 the 
„ Dumah, are well worthy of notice. We 
do not think the papers on the parubles equall 
excellent. That on fhe ‘* Parable of the Sower, l 
to which, in his preface, he calls special attention, 
does not seem to us to convey the true meaning 
of our Lord's words. Christ did not use 
parables for the direct teaching of the truths of 

‘salvation”; and nothing was veiled in them 
which it concerned all to know. The parable 
of the Kingdom, for instance, to which that of 
tho Sower is the introduction, all concern the 
origin and progress of the Kingdom of God. 
Christ’s moral teaching was direct. Tho future 
history of tho Gospel was not of universal 
interest; and evon the disciples, who required to 
bo prepared for what they should meet with, had 
to be dlcalt very gently with. If they had been 
bluntly told all that was veiled in this cycle of 

rables they could not have borne it; 
in the parable it was gradually unfolded, 
and commended itself to them by ap to 
analogies. ‘‘ The Parable of the Prodigal Son,“ 
says Mr. Cox, does not hide from us the love 

“of our Father who is in heaven, but discloses 
that love with a pathos and a power so Divine 
“that, beyond all other forms of speech, it 
„touches and melts our hearts. This is true, 
but so far as the place of that parable in Christ's 
conversation with the scribes'and Pharisees 1s 
concerned, it does this only incidentally. 

We should be glad to see a treatise on tho 


An Erxpositor’s Note-Book; or Brief Essays on 
Obscureor Misread Scriptures. By SAMUEL Cox, Author 
of “The Private Letters of St. Paul to St. Jobn,” 
“The Quost ob the Chief Good,” and “ Tho Resur- 
rection,” (London ; Hodder and Stoughton. ) 


„Sermon on the Mount” from Mr. Cox: his 
expositions of The Splinter and the Beam 
and On Giving Holy Things to Dogs” are so 
admirable. In 7 — e whole — . * If 
its fragmentary character prevents its being to 
some readers 80 intefesting as his — 
volumes, it is nevertheless a book which all 


may be glad to possess. 


“ HANNIBAL.” * 


In choosing Hannibal as a theme for dramatic 
treatment, fessor Nichol had to encounter 
several disadvantages. There was first the fact 
that the close of that great general’s career 
afforded few fit elements for consistent =~. 
dénotiement ; and that the leading events of hi 
life, if adhered to strictly, distributed themselves 
in no very favourable manner for poetic pur- 

Professor Nichol has got over the first 
ifficulty by closing his drama at the part where 
Hannibal, mourning the death of Hasdrubal, 
forms fresh resolutions to hold himself the 
enemy of Rome, and his last speech is certainly 
one of the finest passages in the work :— 
Many a frost shall melt 

Over Italian fields to many a ; 

And many a summer into autumn fade, 

While our uncong and entrenchant arms 

Lie like a winter on your stubborn land. 

Nor here the tnd. amilear ! I shall stir 

Storms of incessant strife—strife oer sea and land, 

Till wave shall dash on wave in enmity 

Rock rush on rock, hills frown on wrathful hills, 

And planots fight with planets in the sky. 

. «+ « « Through many a field 

We shall hope better morrows : if we fail, 

We fall disdaining a defeated world. 
Hasdrubal, thou tossed away a life 

Worth twenty 1 Bear the relic hence, 
And place it on the altar with sad hearts ; 

But such as, in the breasts of valiant men 
Beat, ‘neath the crown of sorrow, uusubduod.“ 


Then Professor Nichol], with singular force of 
imagination, supplements and unites together 
in a very surprising manner, the facts as we 
have them regarding the great Carthaginian. In 
this he shows true poetic invention. He not 
only gives us a study of the general tendencies 
of the time, but shows us how characters were 
necessarily formed out of them. The prologue 
strongly and faithfully strikes the key-note. 
In it we are drawn into the tide of Carthaginian 
feeling and ambition, which had existed for 


all of Babylon,” and The Oracle of years and which may be said to have culminated 


in the consecration of Hannibal. The sub- 
sidiary characters are not mere lay figures, but 
are directly concerned in the action, Even 
when Hannibal is in the midst of love blandish- 
ments, we can see that they are presented to us 
because of their influence on his character. 
The women of the drama—Imilce, Myra, and, 
above all, Fulvia—are very finished, and have, 
in this point of view, a very marked significance, 
which makes their lightest word worthy of study. 
Thi#in a great or less degree applies to all the 
subsidiary characters, whether Carthaginian or 
Roman. We never feel that they are walking 
figures, though sometimes we do that their 
discourse ‘‘ savyoureth a little of modern in- 
‘‘stance.” This, however, is seldom over- 
done, so as to strike a false note, but 
rather imparts a certain piquancy of interest, 
and we are ever and anon mildly reminded 
of modern problems and questions as we are 
tempted to read a little between the lines. Tho 
glimpses we have of the Roman life and cha- 
racter show also loving, careful study; and 
bores s one of the chief points on which Mr. 

ichol is to be con ted is, that he gives 
very disinterested self-portraitures, never intru- 
ding himself in such a way as to blur the cha- 
racter or overstrain the utterance. The drama 
is from first to last a pure and faithful concep- 
tion, wrought out with rare dignity and sin- 
cerity—a grace and reserve of strength, which, 
being found in a first effort, augurs right well 


* Hannibal: an Historical Drama. By Joun Nicnot, 
B. A., Oxon, Professor of English Language and Litera- 
ture in the University of Glasgow. (Glasgow: James 
Maclehose. ) 


— 


. — — 


for what may follow. We had marked many 

foi extract ; but on full consideration, 

are reluctant to indulge ourselves, as the merit 

of the work lies more in its sustained strain and 

faithful development than in its 45 
ta li 


But we must fortify our judgmen by 
one or ave sheet — Dur first is when 
the young Hannibal begs his father, Hamilcar, 
to let him go with the army. 

„ Hamilecar ; Think my son : 


For fancy runs where reason lags behind, 
And winhos, at your y have often wings 
That bear upward like a paper = 
While the string holds them, let it sli y fall, 
eae ane eae eae oom we y 
far from all your mates 

Hannibal ; I love no game 
Like feigning voyages of valiant crews, 
Of which I am the captain, 

Hamilcar ; At the start 
The racer shews his notion of himself, © 
But the world crowns him as he*gains the goal. 
Impatient temper often mars fair wit, 
There lies your danger, in too quick a fire. 
Are you content, when in your father’s ranks 
To learn, to serve, before you seek to rule 

Hannibal: I am content to undertake all tasks 
You set me; but I cannot learn from 
Either to verve or rule. You had begun 
At near my age to be about the camp. 

Hamilcar, Who goes with us, upon no common 


march, 
Must have quick eyes and ears and ready hands, 
Sense to know when to , and when be still, 
Must ask few questions, fast, and, watch, and ride 
Neath sultry suns, and keop a cheerful heart.” 


And scarce anything could surpaes ttc mingled ° 


elevation and simplicity of that scene in which 
Imilce, Hannibal’s wife, argues with him to 
let Hasdrubal go to lead the army— 


„ Hasdrubal: Would that a woman's weakness 


might transfer 
To me, who have no silken bands, to lead 
Our arms in this far venture, first to hew 
The path of Tyre to Italy, and pre 
To you my homage, when the field is won. 
yra: You know not love, who take ils name in 
rain: 
You know not him who is no waverer : 
You know not Rome, who hope so swift a close ; 
And least of all Imilee ; for she wears, : 
Beneath that show of gentleness, the strength 
Of her untamed Sierras. She is soft 
As summer breezes in her playful mood, 
But with a heart as true, an edge as keen 
As Spanish swords, Her life in olive shades 
Lies out of view, like a secluded flower, 
But her affection takes a deeper root 
Than feeds on presence. She will bear the blow. 
Imilee: I = not. He is =. Will nove but I 
Assert my privilege, or urge the wrongs 
Of wild ambition light iaconstaucy ! 
With my own voice, I stand against the world, 
And call the heavens to right me. 
And they givs 


Myra 
An — in his glory, that shall grow 
Like a great sunrise pulsing thro’ the sky. 
Hasdrubal ; Are you resolved this work is not for 


me 
1 I cannot bend my purpose — oven to 
or; 
Nor barter with my mission — even to you. 


Indies (to Hannibal): Thou Aght'st for empiro, not 
for liberty. 
Hannibal: Tho twain are woven in tho web of 


Tyre. 

2 room for freedom in the world 
Under the same sky, with the chains of Rome. 
But fear not, for the voice of Fate that calls 
Tells me | shall return, 

Imilce: Oh! Why depart? 
Has love no hold, nor lips to plead for me? 

Hannibal: Knowing itself eternal, love can wait, 
To bloom in fresher springs, when work is done, 
Which who achieves not lives inglorious years, 
That bring the deepest blush from truest love. 

Imilce: Nothing inglorious touches aught that’s 

thine. 
Hannibal: Mine is my country's future. Wilt 
thou send 
Me armed to meet it, with the confidence 
Bids me now prophesy a nation’s fame 
Shall swell in me—or keep in idle ease 
The hollow husk and form of Hannibal ; 
Whose thoughts, for ever roaming o’er the hills 
Like birds untameable, would oft return, 
And break t h all the silences of Spain. 
Reproachful clarions? Thou wilt bid me go 
milee: Urge me no more; a mist bedims the sea; 

My words come thick—I cannot frame the sounds, 
To send you from me ; nor can hold you here ; 
But, trembling on the threshold, let you go.“ 
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THE MAGAZINES. 


The Westminster Review came late to hand, or would 
have been noticed earlier. We have been specially 
interested, ourselves, in the able analysis of the Sootch 
4% Education Settlement of 1872,“ and thoroughly agree 


ue 
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27 
14 


sometimes talks 


bitter at heart. 
Fraser opens with a paper from an Australian colo- 


so liberally, but is just as narrow and 


five us is, Spe . Pera 
vd, do not LEE. 


ciates. A paper on the Possibilities of Free Religious 
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extensively. What is to be feared is that the 
whose duty it is for their own sakes, as well 
goed of their own to 


r 
8 
F 


Asootr R. Hors (W. P. Nimmo), an author who needs 
ne introduction to our juvenile readers, and who has 
again provided for them a tale full of stirring interest. 
With the school, and some of the boys, they have 
already made acquaintance, and we fancy will not be 


"| sorry to renew it. We admire the book the more our- 


selves, beceuse we hare in it none of those ideal heroes 
whom we 80 often meet with in stories about boys, but 
never among boys themselves. This is a kind of objeo- 
tion we should make to the TAree Paths in Life, a tale 
fer girls, by Ecren Baum (James Nisbet). It is inte. 
resting, pleasantly written, full of right thonght and 
feeling, but the good are a little too good, and the bad 
—that is, the poor worldling Jessie—too strongly drawn. 
Besides, we can never seo the necessity of rewarding’ 
the good with some great personaye, such as the earnest 
missionary who is here transformed into a baronet for 
the sake of the good girl who had loved him all through. 
We really need a more healthful style of teaching in 
these pictures for our young people. The Twins of 
Saint Mareel,a tale of Paris incendié, by Mrs. A. 8. 
Ons (W. P. Nimmo), is a simple, touching story of 
Parisian experiences from May, 1870 to May, 1871, told 


by & young girl of the working class, whose quiet, un- 
affected narrative helps us to understand the pressure 
of that year of sorrow upon the humbler members of 
the community. The idea is a happy one, well o rried 
out. Matthew Frost, Carrier, by Emma MARSHALL 
(James Nisbet and Co.), is a pleasant and instructive 
story, well told, of the good which even a young girl 
r love und loyal devatier to 


™ in ite Own Light, or Oheistianity Shown 
to b¢ @ Divine Nuala tion © Mam. In five 


The 


Pratap the Br Joun OGwrer, author of “The 
* of Spiritual Life.” (Melbourne: George 
Robertson.) We should never have expected such a 
book as thie from the restless, busy Melbourne of 1872. 
It is much more like 4 treatise that might have ema- 
nated from a Putitan parsonage of the seventeenth 


century. It has a “general preface and an “ intro- 
duction.” and each of the five parts has a preface of 
its own. The analytical tables of contents alone 
ocoupies twenty-siz pages. A large book, however, 
may be a necensity ; though consisting of many pages, 
each page may contain new matter and there may be 
no rhapeodies. Mr. 
Cooper's book is not so. With wonderful simplicity, he 
apologises in his preface for the repetitions of his book, 


on the ground that the work was thought out and 


“ written with the view of separate publication in 


1 “ parts.” Why did not his publisher inform him that 


l was incumbent on him therefore to expunge all the 
identical matter when his book was not published in 
parts? Why should Mr. Cooper have chosen to give 
his possibly many readers the trouble of wading 
through his iterations instead of giving his solitary self 
the trouble of recasting his volume! Mr. Cooper 
seems unable to com bis thinking, or even to 
prevent digressions. for instenoe, he is going 
to unfold the important truth that God influences the 
“ casual mind,” he is led off into a dissertation of five 
pages on “influence” in general, the difficulty of 
analysing influence, the various kinds and degrees of 
“ influence,” Ka. He deems it necessary to enter on 
an elaborate proof of fourteen pages that “salvation 
“ by grace is not of the devil.” Of course we have not 
read his book. Even reviewers must draw the line 
somewhere. We have, however, examined it; and we 
approve of its aim and its spirit, and the treatment ef 
its various themes shows some intellectual vigour. As 
may be supposed, the reasoning is often loose, the argu- 
ments inconclusive, and the historical and philosophical 
assertions exaggerated. We believe that few will read 
the book; if the author had given us a brief treatise he 
would have had many reeders. 

Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea. By JULES 
Verna, With One Hundred and Twelve Illustrations. 
(Sampson Low and Co.) This is really a very striking 
and a very French book. It sets out in the most matter- 


: | of-fact style with an account of an expedition in search 


of the great Narwhal, and by « series of incidents very 
cleverly managed we find ourselves slipped on board a 
craft of most wonderful construction (which had been 
taken for the sea-serpent, and no wonder), wrought 
by electricity, able to sail below water and cleave 3 
passage through a ship or other obtuse material in a 
most marvellous manner. But once we are on board 
the mythical vessel there is no lack of novelty and dis- 
covery. M. Jules Verne has the craft of the skilful 
penman, and he carries us along from point to point 
with extraordinary dash and coherence. In the 
courss of his account we are furnished with a very 
great deal of real information as to life and the appear- 
ances of things at the bottom of all the seas of the 
world. The varrative is most ingenious, and cleverly 
managed ; the illustrations are very fine and 
though decidedly French. Along with the mass 
strange facts, there is such a succession of impressive inci- 
dents (indeed, the whole art of the book lies in this) 
that we are quite sure few boys could begin the book 
and fail to finish it. We confess we have thoroughly 
enjoyed the reading of it. The book is every way well 
got up, and would form a very handsome Christmas 
present. 

The Missionary World: Being an Encyclopaedia of 
Facts and Incidents Relating to Christian Missions. 
With a recommendatory by Rev. W. B. Borcx, 
Secretary of Wesleyan Missionary Society; Rev. J. 
Mutiens, D. D., Secretary London Missionary Society; 
and Rev. E. B. Urban, LL. D., Secretary Baptist 
Missionary Society. (Elliot Stock.) This book is the 
attempt to work out a dapital idea, and one which 
speakers or writers on missionary topics may often find 
of great value. It is often so difficult to remember, on 
the spur of the moment, a name, a date, an incident, 3 
anecdote, and still more difficult often to get any means 
of refreshing the memory. The compiler of this book 
has aimed at supplying this want as to mission matters. 
All the most prominent missionary facts and incicents 
aré here classified and arranged alphabetically, with an 
index, so that ac to them is made easy. The evil 
of it is, that all such works are of the nature of a 
snowball, and, onee set rolling, are ever gathering. 
Completeness is hardly to be expected ; correctness 
may be approached; and for this the three divines 
named on the title-page give guarantee, “‘ cordially 
*‘ recommending the work to all who feel an interest in 
„the important subject to which it relates.” Three 
better judges, or critics, more competent to detect faults 
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or omissions there could not be, so we leave their recom- 
mendation without supplement. 

Overland, Inland, and Upland: a Lady's Note of 
Pertonal Obssreation and Adventure. By A. U. With 
eighteen illustrations. (Seeley and Co.) The title 
exactly describes this book. The lady went overland 
to India, was for a time in Caloutta, then proceeded up 
country and saw @ good deal which may be new and 
interesting to English stay-at-home people. She writes 
gracefully, has a quick eye, a retentive memory, fine 
sympathies and refinement, which enable her to 
describe without hint of coarseness things which might 
easily become coarse in the description. It is per- 
haps a pity that she weighted her work with such a 
lengthened description of the journey out ; for though 
she has a lively touch now and again, it has been so 
often done, and done by such able hands, that it is hard 


teaching—especially as being 
from anoutsider—capital. ‘‘A. U.“ doesnot seemto have 
been attached to any missionary enterprise ; but, like 
Dr. Macleod and Sir Bartle Frere, she bears weighty 


12 many residents in India, as o>. 
* ys By poore 3 & ieee, never care 


rk is d them ; 
me hy ey! 
wo 


“Infant Graves” 
rhyme with grave The same thing often occurs. 
On the whole, we like the short snatch at tho opening 
of The Dangerous Experiment best. 

Spray from the Water of Eisenbrunen. By Goprrey 


MarnarD. (Sampson Low and Co.) This is a very 
lively description of life and manners at a German 
wateripg-place. Sometimes we fancy the style might 
have been in better taste, but probably that is matter 
of opinion. 

Memoir of the Rev. Matthew Dickie, Minister of the 
United Preabyterian Church, Bristol. By the Rev. W. 
M. Tarron, M. A., together with several of his sermons. 
Edited by the Rev. James Davis. (The Book Society, 
Paternoster-row.) This is the record of the life of one 
of those indefatigable Scotchmen who, in spite of the 
drawbacks of poor parentage, push themselves forward, 
their love of learning the great stimulus. Matthew 
Dickie was the son of a ploughman, and he bimsolf had 


wrought in the feldes. He resolved to be a minister, 
and by dint of work, hard study, and much self- 
denial, he in his aim. He was first minister 


of Cumnock, in Ayrshire, and then of the United Pres- 
byterian Church, Bristol. A man of much thought, 
great patience, and power of comforting, he was a true 

Some of his sermons are given here, and show 
a quiet fervour and depth of éonviction, together with 
remarkable closeness of thought. 

Thoughts on Recent Scientific Conclusions and their 
Relation to Religion. (Strahan and Co.) This is evi- 
dently the work of a man who has read much and 
thought much. His intention is good—to show that 
the assumptions of science are too wide. Drawing 
warning from recent cases in which what seemed esta- 
blished scientific data had to give way before later dis- 
coveries, he defends the veracity of Scripture. He 
makes some points against the dogmatic scientists, but 
he lacks logical penetration, and is too timorous in 
manter for writing such a work so effectively as it might 
be done. 

The Presence of God in the Temple. By C. J. Vavanax, 
D. D., Master of the Temple. (Macmillan.) Dr. Vaughan 
prints sv much that it is hardly to be wondered at that 
we should become over familiar with his manner, and 
be able too closely to anticipate his turns of thought. 
This volume is a very good example of his style—one or 
two of the sermons on Seripture-characters are unusually 
fresh, the others too like what we have had before, as 
is inevitable. The volume is neat and tasteful. 

The Runaway, by the Author of “ Lady Jerning- 
„ bam's Journal (Macmillan), is one of the most 
original juvenile stories of the season. The runaway 
heroine is a real character, full of life and mischief, and 
the ks which she plays, and the scrapes into which 
she leads her young patroness and friend, are told with 
a great deal of cleverness and piquancy. 

The Ribbon Stories, by Lady BARKER ee 

admirable illustration of the use to a 
— io childish idea may be put by a skilful artist. 


There is a little child who has a strange, fanciful habit 


of talking to pieces of ribbon, as others might do to 
their dolls, and telling them stories of her own, and 
this interesting little volume is made up of the tales 
thus told. It is no easy task to catch the tone of thought 
and mode of expression natural to a child, but Lady 
Barker is one of those who have this rare gift, and she 
has produced a book in which all children will find a 
treat. 

Sunday Evenings at Northcourt. By G. L. Sancent. 
(Religious Tract Society.) A capital book of its kind, 


and especially valuable as showing how interest and | blich 


freshness may be given to Sunday-evening engagements, 
and how common incidents of life may be employed to 
illustrate the teachings of Scripture. But how is it 
that the publications of the Tract Society seem always 
to suggest the idea that all goodness and piety are to be 
found in the Established Church? The tendency to 
ignore Dissent, and in pictures of earnest Christian 
lives to represent the heroes as identified with the 
Auglican Church, seems to grow. 

Chances and Changes, by BEATRICE ALSAGER JoUR- 
DAN (Strahan) are a series of pleasant and amusing 
tales of the past and the present, written in a lively 
style, and well fitted to wile away a weary hour in one 
of those dark days for which this Christmas promises 
to be famous. 


OUR STATISTICAL SUPPLEMENTS. 


In a letter to the Times Dr. Hume gives the 
return he has made up of the Liverpool Church 
statistics, plentifully interlarded with accusations 
and insinuations. His conclusions as to buildings 
are as follows :— 


CHURCHES. 
Gain in 
1851. 1872. 21 years. 
Churches proper 41 GS os 30 
Parochial stations ... 4 2 .. 18 
Institution chapels... ... 14 17 3 
59 100 41 


When it comes to sittings, Dr. Hume is less pre- 
eise, but what he says on this subject is referred to 
below. He concludes his letter as follows :— 

„ leave to the parties who procured and issued 
these false returns to make their amend to an 
injured public for poisoning the fountains of infor- 
mation. Was it done through incapacity or b 
design? Every error, it should be borne in mind, 
is made to tell against the Church of England, and 
the avowed design of this ‘census’ is to show 
that she is not progressing so rapidly as the public 
suppose, and as some stanch Nonconformists have 
been led to believe. The term ‘statistics’ merely 
means accuracy as distinct from vagueness, correct 
number and measure as distinguished from guess or 
estimate. The figures of the Vonconformist, there- 
fore, are not ‘statistics’ at all. And, for reasons 
which need not be assigned, it is high time that 
the ‘compiler’ turned to some other occupation.”’ 

Dr. Hume claims 80,636 sittings for the Church 
of England in Liverpool—a number which is, we 
have reason to believe, over-calculated ; apart from 
supplementary agencies, to the extent of 1600. 
Before long, however, we hope to be able to fur- 
nish a much fuller table for Liverpool than that 
published in our Supplement of October 23rd. 
Some of the points of Dr. Hume’s letter were dealt 
with in a letter from the Compiler of the Supple- 
ments, which appeared in the Times of the follow- 
ing day. We extract the following :— 


The fairest way of enabling the public to form 


a correct judgment in the case is to put the two 
statements side by side :— 
1851. 1872. 
ttings. Bitti Increase. 
Nonconfo „ 60,5485 70,573 ... 10,028 
Dr. Hume 5465 ... 80,636 ... 24,091 
Difference — . 10,063 ... 14,063 


In the first place, it will be observed that, ac- 
cording to these figures, Dr. Hume claims 4,000 
more sittings for the Church than he is permitted 
by the rules of arithmetic. If I were to follow his 
example, I should at once question his good faith. 
Probably, it was an unintentional error, and the 
total pone Se 1872 should be really 84,636. 

„Now, there is reason to complain of Dr. Hume’s 
reserve in supplying just that information which 
will throw light on his figures. When it is a ques- 
tion of the number of churches, he gives the details 
of his three classes. When he deals with sittings, 
he lumps them all er. This point is not im- 
material, as I will vour to show. 

„How is the difference between us of 14,063 
sittings to be accounted for? Evidently by the in- 
clusion in Dr. 
stations’ and ‘institution chapels.’ 80 far as I 
can gather from his copious papers on the subject in 
a local Liv journal extending over five columns 
—which I have no doubt has beeu sent to you—the 


case stands thus :—- 3 
Parochial stations 4 2 
7,736 


Chapels of institutions 


12,186 


„Here, then, is the ter part of Dr. Hume's 
increase. e parochial institutions are 
mainly mission rooms proper and schools partly 


Hume’s statement of ‘ parochial 


_— . 


— 


— 


built with public money, and one is an industrial 
school —— I presume, in part by the rates. 
As, Dr. Hume says that I and my coadjutors are 
poisoning the fountains of information,’ it is only 
fair to say that in the Noncon/ 
in * 7 is credited with three mission 
stations with sitti and other bodies with 
ed,—‘as the list of mis- 
in only one 
wor- 


er by thei 
‘every 
1 I hope, however, that 
s0n will be done to supply the omission—for 
it is work of time; and then it 

Established Church in Liverpool has been unfairly 
the comparison as it now stands.” 
out of the fourteen institution 
included by Dr. Hume, six, at least 


sitti in my requires me 
to e amends to an in blic because they 
What a 


It seems strange that the criminals and paupers 
of Liverpool should require as much religious ac- 
commodation as is expressed by 7,736 sittings, that 
is, of what is equivalent to seven commodious 
churches! Dr. Hume gives actually ten per cent. 
of the Liverpool sittings to these particular “‘ insti- 
tution chapels.” We should like to ask if one-third 
of this accommodation has ever been used, and 
whether it is not a mere burlesque to claim all 
these sittings as religious accommodation provided 
by the Church of England in Liverpool? The case 


Church sittings. 
Half a million people 76,900 
Inmates of prisons, w uses, 
&e. (say 3,000) 7,736 


in the former case there is one sitting for every six 
of the population; in the latter, the criminals, 
paupers, &., have two sittings each. 

In a letter to the Times of Saturday, Mr. John 
Flint, Registrar of the Newcastle Commission on 
Education, and late Fellow of the Statistical So- 
ciety of London,” suggests an easy method” of 
settling at once and for ever,” the controversy 
relative to the accuracy of our statistics. He 
says :— 

It is quite useless to rely u the accuracy of 
‘directories,’ ‘local guides,’ 38388 lis eo, 
The Nonconformist compiler has given the 
for only certain cities and towns. I would au 
that out of these a selection should be made—for 
example, Liverpool, Manchester, Bristol, Swansea, 
Leeds, X.; that the Nonconformist compiler him- 
self or a statistician deputed by him on the one side, 
and another person on the pee of the Church of 
England, should accompany him; and that the two 
men, with pens and paper, should together traverse 
the towns selected, enumerating every church and 


chapel and the ‘sittings’ therein, then publish 
the comparative figures. This method w settle 
the question at a small diture of time and 
money. Will the N. ormist compiler 5 
the challenge? If so, will he abide by the result 
thus obtained ? 


„The controversy is between the Church of Eng- 
land and Dissenters. Fortunately, the 
Catholic body is not, and would not be, engaged 
in such an unseemly, unauthorised, con- 
onconformist r 
were the first to light the fire of discord, and should 
be the first to come to some settlement for quench- 
ing it.” 

To this challenge a reply was sent the same 
evening (Saturday) which has not as yet been pub- 
lished in the Times. It was in substance that the 
challenge was substantially a fair one, and ought 
to be accepted, but that the compiler could not 
himself undertake it. He, however, suggested that 
if the authorities of the Church of England were 
willing to comply with Mr. Flint's suggestion, pro- 
bably the Liberation Society, or Committee of 
Deputies of the Three Denominations might not 
object to appoint a second commissioner on the part 
of Dissenters, to carry out the scheme. But it was 
pointed out that such an inquiry, if entered upon, 
should have no theological —such as the 
exclusion of Roman Catholics—but should be 
strictly based on that of 1851, which was a return 
of the accommodation provided by all religious bodies 
without any exception. 
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be the 
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